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Metro Nashville Public Schools 
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The MNPS EL Team will support English 
learners with the social, emotional, cultural, 
linguistic, and academic skills necessary to 
excel in higher education, work, and life. 

 

 



MNPS EL Office Vision 

The MNPS EL Team will support 
English learners with the social, 

emotional, cultural, linguistic, and 
academic skills necessary to excel in 

higher education, work, and life. 

 

13,481 active ELs 

6,043 transitional students 

3,734 T1-T2  

2,309 T3–T4 



SIFE/SLIFE 

Students with (Limited) and/or Interrupted 
Formal Education. 

 



SIFE Student Profile 

• New to the U.S 

• Possesses limited to no literacy in native 
language as identified on native literacy test 

• WIDA Screener “Entering” 

• Has limited, minimal or interrupted schooling 

• Refugees and/or asylees of the US 

• SEL needs and possible trauma 

• family questionnaire  

 



Transformation of the SIFE 
Program 2010 to Present 





Program Pillars 

Grade level content 
English Language Development  
Social Emotional Learning 
High Quality Instruction 
Professional Learning Community 
Our SIFE Families and Community Partners 



Who are the MNPS SIFE 
Teachers? 

• Certified and experienced English Learner (EL) 
teacher 

• Engages in regular professional learning 

• Leads professional learning and mentors 
others 

• Highly collaborative and experienced lesson 
planner/ co-planner  

• Trained in refugee resettlement process and 
Trauma Informed Teaching  

 



Our SIFE Students 

The MNPS Office of English Learners currently 
has 16 certified English Learner (ESL) teachers 
on the SIFE Program team who support 
approximately 210 students from 15 different 
countries. Students who qualify for the SIFE 
program and out of zone for a program location 
receive special transportation to a SIFE program 
location. 

 



Guatemala   
Congo  
Tanzania 
Honduras 
El Salvador    
Sudan  
Thailand 
Haiti   
Sudan  
Burundi  
Honduras  
Myanmar  
Egypt   
Yemen 
Myanmar Home Languages 

Spanish, French, Swahili, Kinyarwanda, Chin, Burmese, 
Achi, K'iche, Chuj, Mam, Arabic, Q’eqchi, Karen  



Partnerships 

• Principals 

• Teachers 

• Students and Families 

• Counselors  

• Social Workers 

• Resettlement Agencies 

• Department of Transportation 

• Department of Translation 

• MNPS Enrollment Office 

• Department of SEL 

• Universities  

• Community and Churches 

• Bilingual tutors 

 



SIFE Program Theory of 
Action 

If MNPS SIFE students are provided access to 
grade level standards through integrated 
language development, High Quality Instruction 
(HQI) and a proactive SEL approach, then 
students will make a successful transition to the 
general education program, be equipped to 
access the grade level content, and positively 
participate in the greater school community.  

 



Collective Commitments 

• Priority of grade level content, language and 
SEL 

• High Quality Instructional practice through 
language, literacy and learning 

• Monthly collaboration via SIFE Professional 
Learning Community 

• Family outreach and home visits 

• Trauma informed teaching practices 

• SIFE student portfolio 

• Mid-year and end of year transition meetings 

 



Trauma Informed Teaching 



Program Model 

16 



Our Story 

• Social Emotional Learning Teacher Practices 

• Presented by Education First and Novo 
Foundation 

• http://selforteachers.org/  

 

http://selforteachers.org/


The SIFE Graduate 

• 2.0 on WIDA Can Do Descriptors & Key Uses 

• SEL awareness and self management skills 

• Understands classroom and school routines 

• Awareness of American cultural norms and 
school norms 

• Growth in foundational math and reading skills 
(measured by TLA) 

• Basic technology skills and navigation 

 

 







Areas of Opportunity 

• Strengthening our support for transitioning 
SIFE students 

• Building capacity of teacher leaders and SIFE 
school partnerships 

• Monitoring our residency, resettlement and 
movement of SIFE families 

• Learning new cultural groups    

 



Resources 

• Focus on SLIFE: Students with Limited or 
Interrupted Formal Education | WCER | 
University of Wisconsin–Madison | 
www.wida.us   

 

http://www.wida.us/


Thank you! 

Megan.Trcka@mnps.org  

@MeganTrcka 

@MNPS_EL 

#SIFELIFE 

mailto:Megan.Trcka@mnps.org

