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Metro Nashville Public Schools
Office of English Learners

The MNPS EL Team will support English
learners with the social, emotional, cultural,
linguistic, and academic skills necessary to
excel in higher education, work, and life.
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MNPS EL Office Vision

The MNPS EL Team will support
English learners with the social,
emotional, cultural, linguistic, and
academic skills necessary to excel in
higher education, work, and life.

13,481 active ELs
6,043 transitional students
3,734 T1-T2
2,309 T3-T4
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SIFE/SLIFE

Students with (Limited) and/or Interrupted
Formal Education.
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SIFE Student Profile

New to the U.S

Possesses limited to no literacy in native
language as identified on native literacy test

WIDA Screener “Entering”
Has limited, minimal or interrupted schooling
Refugees and/or asylees of the US
SEL needs and possible trauma
family questionnaire
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Transformation of the SIFE
Program 2010 to Present
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Increase in SIFE Adding teachers and
numbers and where strategically placing
they settled in sites throughout
Nashville district

Planning
increased rigor

Revamping the MNPS -' S”:E PLC, :
SIFE Program collaborative planning
and SEL of SIFE | | and learning labs

student

Grade level TN State Building capacity at
Standards and WIDA schools and SIFE
Standards teachers
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Program Pillars

Grade level c’dﬁtéﬁ” Cpany b T T T
English Language Development = |
Social Emotional Learning | il
High Quality Instruction
Professional Learning Communit
Our SIFE Families and Communit
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Who are the MNPS SIFE
Teachers?

* Certified and experienced English Learner (EL)
teacher

* Engages in regular professional learning

 Leads professional learning and mentors
others

 Highly collaborative and experienced lesson
planner/ co-planner

 Trained In refugee resettlement process and
Trauma Informed Teaching
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Our SIFE Students

The MNPS Office of English Learners currently
has 16 certified English Learner (ESL) teachers
on the SIFE Program team who support
approximately 210 students from 15 different
countries. Students who qualify for the SIFE
program and out of zone for a program location
receive special transportation to a SIFE program
ocation.
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Guatemala

El Salvador
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Partnerships

* Principals

« Teachers

» Students and Families

« Counselors

» Social Workers

» Resettlement Agencies

« Department of Transportation
» Department of Translation
 MNPS Enrollment Office
» Department of SEL

» Universities

« Community and Churches
« Bilingual tutors
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SIFE Program Theory of

Action

If MNPS S
grade leve

language d

FE students are provided access to
standards through integrated
evelopment, High Quality Instruction

(HQI) and a proactive SEL approach, then
students will make a successful transition to the
general education program, be equipped to

access the

participate in the greater school community.
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Collective Commitments

* Priority of grade level content, language and
SEL

* High Quality Instructional practice through
language, literacy and learning

« Monthly collaboration via SIFE Professional
Learning Community

« Family outreach and home visits

« Trauma informed teaching practices

» SIFE student portfolio

« Mid-year and end of year transition meetings
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Trauma Informed Teaching
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SIFE PROGRAM AT MCMURRAY

Math- Hannah
~ Rice

 Innovati ~ language &
languagez  INNOVative ravos

Balanced o _
Literacy Block- SIFE SEL ‘ rfq:“/ ::'Bg‘;:_
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Elective Class
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Our Story

« Social Emotional Learning Teacher Practices

* Presented by Education First and Novo
—oundation

* http://selforteachers.org/

SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL LEARNING
TEACHER PRACTICES

Metro Nashville's English Learners: where language and social and
emotional learning instruction meet
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http://selforteachers.org/

The SIFE Graduate

« 2.0 on WIDA Can Do Descriptors & Key Uses
« SEL awareness and self management skills
« Understands classroom and school routines

« Awareness of American cultural norms and
school norms

« Growth in foundational math and reading skills
(measured by TLA)

 Basic technology skills and navigation
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PAN DO's ELL Student Chart - Grade Level Cluster 6 -8.
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Student is ready to transition out of SIFE Classroom.
Student will move out of SIFE Class to a new homeroom teacher and receive services during ELD block.
— Student will move out of SIFE Class only for part of the day (math, for example)

v v v
Data Collection Time of Transition Communication & Collaboration
SIFE Teacher collects data from at least | | Movement falls at one of A brief meeting with SIFE teacher EL
3 of the following sources: (check three the following dates: Coach, Administration, transitional
below) End of 2 9 weeks m;rml teacher, and future ELD
MODEL assessment (see ELD * rd g weeks )
x Coach with questions) ——Endof3"g
WIDA Can Do Descriptors t
gimsteh Transitional Meeti
Text Level Assessment nsitiona ng
Sight word growth —
x Letter and sound recognition Date of Meeting:
h e -
Information from RTI2 Participants:
meetings SIFE Teacher: Homeroom Teacher:
Student portfolio & work “ ¢
samples EL Teacher: EL Coach:
FUCHS assessments Administrator: Other:
Current ELD: (WAPT, ELDA,
MODEL, ACCESS) Data Summary:
Formative assessments tracking .
prowth + Data Review
Work Samples + Review of Can-Do Name Charts
Imagine Learning Data i = Overview of student's WIDA Portfolio and WIDA profile,
ﬁﬁsﬁﬁﬂ‘h Portfolio « Team decides date of transition,
Other: Student will transition to new classroom on (date):

The following eriteria automatically
qualify a SIFE student to transition:

___ Seore 2.0 or higher on the MODEL
assessment

OR
___Complete one year in the SIFE

program

= SIFE teacher sends translated Readiness for Release letter
home to parents,

+ SIFE teacher gives student work and Can-Do Name Charts to
student’s new teacher,

+ Place this form in the student’s blue EL Folder.




Areas of Opportunity

 Strengthening our support for transitioning
SIFE students

 Building capacity of teacher leaders and SIFE
school partnerships

« Monitoring our residency, resettlement and
movement of SIFE families

 Learning new cultural groups
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Resources

 Focus on SLIFE: Students with Limited or
Interrupted Formal Education | WCER |
University of Wisconsin—Madison |
www.wida.us

WIDA = SLIFE: Students with Limited or

FOCUs ON | Interrupted Formal Education

OO0OSTING

ACHIEVEMENT

INn This Issue Infroduction

Consider Monica, who has enrolled in a suburban Chicago high school after she immigrated

REACHING STUDENTS

Introduction to the United States from rural Guatemala. Monica’s local school in Guatemala only offered «i INTERRUPTED c:
] Cducﬂtiol] for Kjl]dergartel] through Gl’ade 2; the intCl’mCdia(C al]d SCCDndary SChOOIS were M]NIMAL EDUCAT‘ON
lDCath il] a City that ‘was over an hour 'rlway by bllS. Tl'lerffol’e, llkﬁ most Othel’ Childrel‘l il] her
WhO are SLIFE2 COn]lnlll]‘lty, Shc Stayﬁd thC to hClP hCr famlly aﬁer She Completed thC SECDl]d grﬁde. The
12 i family immigrated to the United States when Monica was 14 years old, at which point she
enrolled in the local school district as a freshman in high school.
Teaching the Whole Student Once she enrolled in high school, Monica’s unique educational needs became apparent. While
23 : . s ; =
she (‘ild have' basic lltc:*racy ‘sk:lls in ‘her native languag'et'l.ier aff\demlc skl!ls h'ad never ‘progressc.td CAROL SALVA v/ ANNA MATIS
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http://www.wida.us/

Thank you!

Megan.Trcka@mnps.org
@MeganTrcka
@MNPS_EL

#SIFELIFE
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