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Learning Outcomes 

 

• Understand the organization and foundations of 
the Kansas English Language Proficiency 
Standards document 

• Navigate the Kansas English Language 
Proficiency Standards document 

 



What is an English 
Learner? 

In Kansas, more than 55,000 English Learners (ELs) are 
enrolled in the state’s elementary and secondary public 
schools. The term English Learner refers to those students 
whose home or native language is other than English, and 
whose current limitations in the ability to understand, speak, 
read or write English impact their effective participation in their 
school education programs. ELs may be immigrants or 
refugees born in another country or they may be born in the 
United States living in homes where another language besides 
(or in addition to) English is spoken.  



Why new standards? 

• There is a demand for English Learners to participate more 
fully in the curriculum and develop language and content at the 
same time to align with Office of Civil Rights and Department of 
Justice guidelines. 

 

• The Federal government under ESSA required updated English 
Language Proficiency Standards aligned to content area 
standards 



The New Standards 

• The Kansas Standards for English Learners, 2018, are designed 
for use by all educators who are involved in the teaching and 
support of English Learners (ELs). 

• The premise of these standards is supporting individual students 
to gain a level of proficiency with the English language that 
allows them to be highly successful in obtaining grade level 
academic standards in as short of time as possible. Both social 
English and academic English are required to attain mastery of 
the English language and of school success. 



What are they aligned 
to? 

• They are drawn directly from the Kansas Standards for English 
Language Arts, 2017.  

• They also align tightly to the previous Kansas EL Standards 
(ELPA21).  

• The four domains of English Language Arts - Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Listening are the foundations for these standards 
for ELs, as these domains apply to all students. As such, the 
English Learner standards are progressions of the specific 
grade level ELA standards within the four domains that 
squarely address language acquisition and development. 

 
 



Old Paradigm of English Instruction 
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New Paradigm of English 
Instruction 

Content 

Language 

 

Speaking 

Listening 

Reading 

Writing 

Discourse 

Text (complex text) 

Explanation 

Argumentation 

Purpose 

Typical structure of text 

Sentence structures 

Vocabulary practices 



Go to menti.com and use 
code 66 30 16 



http://www.edwordle.net/create.html# 



Organization of the 
Document 

• Overview   p. 4 

• Understanding the Standards   p. 5 

• Crosswalk for 2017 ELA Standards vs. Language acquisition and 
development along with alignment to previous ELPA 21 Standards    p. 6-7 

• How to Read the English Language Standards Codes p. 8 

• Guiding Principles of Language Development    p. 8-9 

• Stages of Second Language Acquisition  p. 11 

• KS Standards for EL Performance Level Rubric   p. 12 

• Guiding Principles for Instructing ELs         p.13-14 

• Teaching Vocabulary to ELs and Tiered Words   p. 15-17 

• Classroom Supports for varying levels of proficiencies   p. 18-20 

• Standards with Tiered Vocabulary for K-12   p. 21 -167 

 

 



What are the KELP 
Standards? 

“This standards document illuminates the 
critical language, knowledge about language 

and language skills that are necessary for ELs 
to be successful in schools.” 

 
Kansas English Language Proficiency (KELP) Standards (2018) document 



Organization of the 
Document 

 

• How to Read the English Language Standards Codes p. 8 

• Guiding Principles of Language Development  p. 8-9 

• Stages of Second Language Acquisition  p. 11 

• KS Standards for EL Performance Level Rubric   p. 12 

• Guiding Principles for Instructing ELs     p.13-14 

• Standards for K-12   p. 21 -167 

 

 



Guiding Principles of 
Language Development 

• Read all ten (10) principles 

• Consider: 
• What are these principles saying? 

• How important are these principles as it relates 
to classroom instruction in content areas? 

• How can these principles aid in your teaching? 



Consider: How can this backwards bicycle 
concept be applied to language acquisition 

for our ELs? 



Stages of Second 
Language Acquisition  

• Read all five (5) stages, characteristics and 
approximate time frames 

• Consider: 
• What stage (s) might my students fall in?  

• How might being aware of these stages guide 
your instruction? 



English Learners Performance 
Level Rubric 

• Read the entire document 

 

• Go to menti.com and use the code 12  07  60 



Guiding Principles for 
Instructing ELs 

• Read one (or more) of the principles 

• Discuss: 
• What mindset do the Guiding Principles encourage 

educators to take about English Learners?  

 



KELP Standards 
Foundations Self Check 

• What is the purposed of the KELP 
Standards? 

• How do KELP Standards reflect other 
content area standards? 



How to Read the English 
Language Standards Codes  



How to Read the English 
Language Standards Codes  



How to Read the English 
Language Standards Codes  



How to Read the English 
Language Standards Codes  



Let’s have a closer look 

• Let’s look at a few examples 
• 3rd Grade Reading Standards (pgs. 50-53 ) 

• 9th- 10th Grade Reading Standards (pgs.132-
135) 

 

• What do you notice? 
 



Reading Standard By the end of each English Language Performance Level, an English Language Learner will 
be able to… 

EL. RF.2 
Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and phonemes. 

EL.RF.3 
Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

EL.RF.4 
Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

EL.R.1 Read closely through multiple interactions with a text in order to determine what the text says explicitly and 
to make logical inferences; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to 
support conclusions drawn from the text. 

EL.R.4 Recognize the ways in which the author’s word choice and use of figurative language deliberately influences 
meaning, tone, or mood within the context of the text. 

EL. R.8 
Follow the logic of an argument based on the validity of the claim and evidence presented. 

EL.R.10 

Apply their knowledge of language and how it works to a variety of contexts & situations. 

EL. R.11 Understand vocabulary and word use in a variety of contexts by consistently building knowledge of new 
words, as well as employing strategies for determining meanings of unfamiliar words. 

EL. R.12 
Understand word meanings, and nuances in word meanings when reading. 

EL. R.13 

Interpret meaning from a variety of texts on their own. 



Reading Standards 

Phonetic  
level 

Word 
level 

Passage 
level 

Craft & 
structure 



Remember! 

English Language Standard Grade 4.1 



Writing Standard By the end of each English Language Performance Level, an 
English Language Learner will be able to… 
 

EL.W.4 Create texts appropriate for specific purposes, audiences, and 
tasks. 

EL.W.10 Accurately and effectively use standard English grammar and 
usage when writing. 

EL.W.11 Accurately and effectively use the mechanics of standard 
English for the purpose of productive communication. 

EL.W.12 Write routinely over varied time frames for a range of tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 



Writing Standards 



Remember! 

English Language Standard W.6.10 



Speaking and Listening 
Standard 

By the end of each English Language Performance Level, an English Language 
Learner will be able to… 
 

EL.SL.1 Engage in civil discourse, and express original ideas professionally, clearly, and 
persuasively in a variety of settings and with diverse partners who both 
agree and disagree with their point of view. 

EL.SL.2 Synthesize information presented in diverse media and formats, assessing its 
relevance and accuracy according to purpose and audience. 

EL.SL.3 Objectively assess the relevance, accuracy, and validity of a speaker’s claim 
and supporting evidence. 

EL.SL.4  Prepare a variety of presentations, each with a clear line of reasoning, 
meaningful organization, appropriate style, including information, findings, 
and supporting evidence suitable to a specific purpose and audience. 

EL.SL.6 Effectively adapt speech to fit a variety of contexts and communication 
situations. 

EL.SL.7 Accurately and effectively use standard English grammar and usage when 
speaking. 

EL.SL.8 Use a variety of context-appropriate words in a range of situations, and 
engage in effective strategies for determining word meanings and adding new 
words to a personal vocabulary bank. 



 

 

Speaking/Listening Standards 

Presentation of 

knowledge & 

ideas 



Remember! 

English Language Standard SL 9-10.1 



KELP Proficiency 
Descriptors 

• For each grade level band there are set 
descriptors for each KELP Standard that 
explain to teachers what an English 
Learner can do at the five English 
language proficiency levels. 

 

• Refer to pg. 12 in the State of Kansas 
English Language Proficiency (KELP) 
Standards (2018) document. 



KELP Proficiency 
Descriptors 

Proficiency descriptors at 5 
levels of language from 
lowest (1) to highest (5) 



KELP Proficiency 
Descriptors Self Check 

• Examine the proficiency descriptors at a 
particular grade level and/or grade band. 

 

• Reflect: 
• How do the proficiency levels for each standard 

help educators understand what English Learners 
can do? 

• How do the proficiency descriptors help teachers 
determine the supports students need at different 
levels of English language proficiency? 







Thank You! 

Nicole Primm 

ESOL Standards & 

Assessment 

Education Program Consultant 

nprimm@ksde.org 

785-296-5060 

 

mailto:pfarrar@ksde.org

